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Project Background 

History 

 

• Template Zoning By-Law for 

Municipalities in Rural Manitoba (1999) 

• For “first-generation” zoning 

• Need for new Municipal Planning 

Guide for Zoning By-laws in Manitoba 

 



Project Scope 

• Practical guidance on 

the role and function 

of zoning 

• Meets needs of rural 

areas & smaller urban 

municipalities in MB 

• Primary audience of 

municipal officials 

• Also for the public and 

development 

community 

Top: Morden (Morden Tourism, 2015) and  

 Bottom: Steinbach (Steinbach Online, 2014) 



Project Objectives 

• A simplified approach to uses & zones 

• Predictability & transparency 

• Enforceability 

• Follows best practices in zoning 

• Complies with legislation 

• Implements Provincial policy goals for 

community development & land-use 

planning 

 

 



Timeline 
TASK APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV 

Project Start Up                 

Research                 

Consultation with Stakeholders                 

Stakeholder Workshop - June 10                 

Guide Draft #1                 

Stakeholder Report-back                 

Revisions                 

Guide Draft #2                 

Present at AMM Convention                 

Submit Completed Guide                 

  RESEARCH & WRITING 

  STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION & PRESENTATIONS 

  STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 



Stakeholder Consultation 

• Municipal & Planning 

District Officials 

• Steering Committee 

• Community Planning 

Regional Managers 

• Other Provincial 

Departments 

• Planning Consultants 



What we heard 

Clear. Short. Simple. 

• Understandable 

• More consistently organized 

• Shorter (less pages) 

• Include illustrations 

• Adaptable for local context & needs 

 



What we heard 

Get the fundamentals right 

• Concepts, terminology 

• Principles 

• Procedures 

• Roles & responsibilities 

• Rules that are easy to enforce 

 

 

 

 



What we heard 

Consistent but Adaptable  

• Greater consistency across the 

province 

• Adaptable to local circumstances 
and priorities 

• Provide options on different styles of 

tables, etc. 

 

 

 



THE GUIDE 



Project Background 

3 components to the Guide: 

 

A. Introduction To Zoning 

B. Reference Binder 

C. Plug-In Zoning Tools 



INTRODUCTION TO ZONING 
COMPONENT A 



Topics 

1. Introduction 

2. Requirements of a 

Zoning By-Law 

3. Adopting & Amending 

a Zoning By-Law 

4. Administration & 

Enforcement 

5. Definitions 

 

 

 



PART 1: 
Introduction 

1. The Purpose of Zoning 

2. What is a Zoning By-Law? 

3. Contents of a ZBL 

4. Roles & Responsibilities 

 



PART 2: 
Requirements of a 
Zoning By-Law 

1. Dividing the Area into 

Zones 

2. Prescribing Permitted & 

Conditional Uses 

3. Establishing a System of 

Development Permits & 

Procedures 

 



PART 3: Adopting 
and Amending a 
Zoning By-Law 

1. Adopting a Zoning By-Law 

2. Amending a Zoning By-Law 

3. Process for Adopting or 

Amending a Zoning By-Law 

 



PART 4: 
Administration and 
Enforcement 

1. Variances 

2. Conditional Uses 

3. Development Agreements 

4. Enforcement 

 



PART 5: Definitions 

1. General Guidelines for 

Definitions 

2. Notes for Specific Words 

 



REFERENCE BINDER 
COMPONENT B 




