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 The Municipal Statutes Amendment Act

 Key dates and deadlines

 Campaign Finance

 Election Resources Available

 Responsibilities of Elected Officials

 Council Code of Conduct



 This Bill amended eight Acts respecting municipal elections 
and governance in Manitoba. The Bill received Royal Assent 
and most Parts came into force on May 20, 2021.

◦ The Municipal Act

◦ The Municipal Assessment Act

◦ The Municipal Councils and School Boards Elections Act

◦ The Brandon Charter

◦ The Flin Flon Charter,

◦ The Portage la Prairie Charter

◦ The Thompson Charter

◦ The City of Winnipeg Charter



Use of Municipal Resources By-Law

 93.18.1(1) A council must pass a by-law 
establishing rules and procedures for the use 
of municipal resources during the 42-day 
period before a general election or a by-
election.

 93.18.1 (3) A by-law under this section must 
be passed at least 180 days before the 
election in respect of which it is to take 
effect.



Use of Municipal Resources By-Law cont’d

 Purpose – level playing field, neutrality

 Should reflect the local context

 Example – Campaigning Locations

 Example – Municipal Announcements

 Example – Truth and Reconciliation Day



 93.18.2 (1) A registered candidate who is a 
member of a council must not use their 
incumbent position as their title in an election 
communication.

 A candidate cannot use
◦ "Re-elect Mayor [candidate's name]"

◦ "Re-elect Councillor [candidate's name]“

 A candidate can use
◦ "Re-elect [candidate's name] for Mayor"

◦ "Re-elect [candidate's name] for Councillor"



 Other amendments include:

◦ requiring the voters list to be updated in an election 
year rather than annually;

◦ changing the definition for "voting place" to refer to 
a building rather than a place; and

◦ ensuring greater security of ballot boxes for sealed 
envelope ballots when such boxes are not in the 
immediate care of a senior election official.



 Candidate Registration Starts 
◦ Mayors/Reeves - May 1, 2022

◦ Councillors – June 30, 2022

 Nomination Period
◦ September 14, 2022 to September 20, 2022

 Campaign Period
◦ Mayors/Reeves - May 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023

◦ Councillors - June 30, 2022 to March 31, 2023



 Withdrawal Deadline
◦ September 21, 2022

 Election Day – October 26, 2022

 Filing of Election Finance Statements
◦ Deadline determined by municipalities. No later 

than 210 days (May 24, 2023) after the election.



 A council must have a by-law prescribing 
campaign expenses and contributions 
(subsection 93.2(1))

 93.2(2) Any changes to a by-law under this 
section must be passed at least 180 days 
before the election in respect of which it is to 
take effect.

 Any changes to the by-law must be passed by 
April 29, 2022 to be in effect for the 2022 
general municipal election.  







 Tips for Candidates – Registration, Expenses:
◦ Register early – don’t leave it until the last minute.

◦ Expenses can only be paid out of your campaign 
account.

◦ Keep your financial records (receipts, etc.) for at 
least two years after the election.

◦ Do not exceed the campaign expense limit.

◦ Consider how to record existing materials.



 Tips for Candidates - Donations:
◦ You need a separate bank account to accept donations.

◦ Donations can only be from Manitoba residents.

 Donations cannot be from organizations or anonymous 
individuals

◦ Limit on donations – applies to candidates too:

 $1,500 for Head of Council / at-large councillor

 $750 for ward councillor

◦ Goods or services from someone who earns a living selling 
those things are donations and recorded at market value



 Tips for Candidates (continued):
◦ File your campaign finance statement soon after the 

election. Be aware of your specific deadline.

◦ The public can view these statements.

◦ The CAO reviews the campaign finance statement 
for correctness and completeness.

 You may need to file an amended statement. Respect 
that the CAO is doing their job.

◦ Expenses and contributions should balance.



 2022 Candidates Guidebook

 2022 Campaign Finance Manual 

 2022 Election Officials Manual 

 Election Officials Training 



 2022 Candidates Guidebook
◦ Registration

◦ Nomination

◦ Campaign Team

◦ Campaign Finance Rules

◦ Filing Election Finance Statements 



 Term of Office

 Time Commitment

 Duties

 Remuneration

 Conflict of Interest

 Code of Conduct Training



 Council members are required to complete 
the mandatory training within six months of 
being elected or re-elected (this includes 
by-elections).

 Elected officials that do not complete the 
training cannot act as a council member 
until the training is complete.

 Training is available online at: 
https://manitobamunicipallearning.ca











 Informal resolution is the initial step, and 
must be attempted within 30 days after the 
alleged incident

 Tools and resources are available in Bulletin 
#2020-33 (accessible on MMO)





 Formal Process – Complaint Form Checklist

 Did you use the prescribed complaint form?

 Are all fields filled out by the complainant?

 Did you supply any supporting documents that 
pertain to your complaint?

 Did you explain the informal resolution attempted?

 Did file the compliant within the proper time 
frame?



QUESTIONS


