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Municipal association pushes for gender parity 
by JORDAN ROSS 

The association representing 137 munic-
ipalities in Manitoba wants to see more 
women on the ballot in 2022. 

Last week, the Association of Manitoba Mu-
nicipalities (AMM) launched a new section of 
its website devoted to advancing gender pari-
ty in local politics.  

The page compiles reports, presentations, 
links, and other resources on women in gov-
ernment published over the past 10 years. 

AMM president Ralph Groening said more 
resources will be added over the coming 
months.    

The webpage stemmed from discussions 
last year between AMM executives and fe-
male reeves and mayors.  

 “This is our renewed effort to get the word 
out and identify some strategies that might be 
helpful to encourage us moving toward more 
gender equity,” Groening said.  

The page includes an Aug. 19 report pre-
pared by AMM’s federal counterpart, FCM 
(the Federation of Canadian Municipalities).   

“Canadian women remain underrepresent-
ed at all levels of political leadership,” the 15-
page report found.  

Across Canada, women hold fewer than 30 
percent of elected positions in local govern-
ments.  

In Manitoba, women secured 20 percent of 
available seats in the 2018 municipal general 
election, up from 17 percent in 2014.  

In the Southeast, women won 16.8 percent 
of available seats in 2018. Two Southeast mu-
nicipalities, Springfield and Reynolds, elected 
a woman head of council. 

Seven local municipalities—Hanover, La 
Broquerie, Niverville, Montcalm, Stuartburn, 
De Salaberry, and the RM of Morris, where 
Groening serves as reeve—elected all-male 
councils in 2018.   

Groening said rural politics in particular 
“have often, I think, been seen by women as 
unwelcoming.”   

“A lot of politics in rural Manitoba starts 
in coffee shops and sometimes, there hasn’t 
been a fair venue and a fair opportunity for 
women to informally add their voice to the 
discussions,” he said.   

“I don’t think it is a lack of interest. I think it 
is the avenues and the way in which munic-
ipal politics is managed or the way it’s per-
ceived.”  

In February, Groening travelled to Ukraine 
to discuss political and economic challenges 
facing municipal leaders there. Women iden-
tified a lack of adequate childcare as a barrier 
to political participation.  

When the layer of government closest to the 
electorate doesn’t reflect the electorate, Groe-
ning said communities pay the price.   

“We need to hear the voices of all of Man-
itobans around the council tables,” he said. 
“We need representation by women to pro-

vide their perspective on the decisions that 
we make.”   

Groening said women offer an import-
ant perspective on a variety of municipal is-
sues, from public safety to recreation, a point 
echoed in the FCM report.  

“Through their involvement in community 
work and women’s movements, local female 
politicians are better aware of issues faced by 
women in their communities and are unique-
ly positioned to address them,” the report 
states.  

In the 2022 election, Groening said the per-
centage of total candidates who are women, 
rather than the number of women elected, 
will be the best indicator of gender parity.  

In the 2018 municipal election, 26 more 
women registered as candidates, despite 29 
fewer seats available.  

Over the next two years, Groening said each 
municipality should do what it can to create 
“an environment that easily allows for women 
to serve.”  

He suggested municipalities hold an open 
meeting where those considering running for 
office can ask questions and learn more about 
the job. Chambers of commerce and other or-
ganizations that develop local leaders could 
also participate. 

More women in politics would also help 
address the shortage of candidates in some 
smaller municipalities. In the 2018 election, 
three in 10 candidates ran unopposed.  

The number of women in municipal pol-
itics could skyrocket if the province’s chief 
administrative officers decide to pursue a 
council seat. According to Groening, a recent 
pay equity review carried out by the Manitoba 
Municipal Administrators’ Association found 
64 percent of CAOs in the province are wom-
en. 

That’s what happened in 2018 in the RM of 
Reynolds, where former CAO Trudy Turchyn 
was elected reeve. Four of seven ward council 
seats also went to women, something Turchyn 
said “quite surprised” her on election night.   

Turchyn said she’s glad to see municipal 
associations are promoting gender parity in 
local politics. She believes a gender-balanced 
council is a stronger council.   

“The more variety you have at the table, you 
get a more rounded view.”  

Halfway through her first term in office, 
Turchyn she hasn’t experienced any gen-
der-based discrimination. She said voters are 
focused on issues, not the identity of candi-
dates.   

The main barrier for women remains the 
time commitment involved, she surmised.  

“Typically, (women’s) time schedules are 
very limited because they are usually the ones 
getting the kids fed and taking them to their 
sports.”  

“Women have to juggle much more if they 
want to dedicate their time to municipal 
council.”
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RM of Reynolds reeve Trudy Turchyn, seen here at a meeting in Hadashville in March 2019, leads the only 
council in the Southeast comprised of more women than men.

Severe injury rate  
worst in years: MPI
by JORDAN ROSS 

Manitoba Public Insurance warned last 
week that 2020 is on track to be the 
worst year in a decade for roadway 

collisions that produce serious or catastroph-
ic injuries, despite low overall traffic volumes 
during the pandemic.  

Claims for serious or catastrophic injuries 
have doubled so far this year, Satvir Jatana, 
MPI’s vice-president of employee and com-
munity engagement, said Friday in a release.  

The category encompasses injuries that re-
sult in quadriplegia, paraplegia, or brain inju-
ry.  

“The injuries are devastating, often result-
ing in total or partial paralysis, amputation, 
serious brain injury or life-changing trauma. 
In some cases, the injured person may require 
care 24 hours a day,” Jatana said. 

Eighteen serious or catastrophic injury 

claims were filed as of July 31. Half occurred 
in July alone. 

Last year, 23 such claims were reported, the 
worst total in a decade. A typical year sees 
about 20 severe injuries recorded.   

According to MPI, most severe injuries oc-
cur on rural roadways with higher speed lim-
its.  

The pandemic has lightened traffic, but 
Jatana said many drivers took that as license 
to dramatically increase their speeds.  

“While we’ve experienced a decrease of 
nearly 22,000 collision claims during the pe-
riod of January to July 2020, compared to the 
same time frame in 2019, unfortunately se-
rious injury counts are dramatically higher,” 
Jatana said.  

Earlier this year, MPI also recorded a 60 per-
cent increase in speed-related Serious Driving 
Offences between April and June. The offenc-
es are issued to motorists caught travelling 50 
km/h or more over the posted speed limit.

Standoff ends peacefully with arrest
by GREG VANDERMEULEN 

Manitoba First Nations Police and Mor-
ris RCMP spent a “couple of hours” 
urging a male suspect who had barri-

caded himself inside a home on Roseau River 
First Nation, Friday to come out.  

The incident began at about 2 a.m., when 
police received a call that there was an intox-
icated male at a woman’s residence who was 
demanding a ride. When she refused, she said 
he threatened to shoot her. 

Police responded but the man had already 
left to a second residence. Based on the com-
plainant’s story, police said they knew the sus-
pect “potentially had a firearm in his posses-
sion”. 

Morris RCMP joined the response and the 
two police forces attended the second resi-
dence, but were unable to convince the man 
to leave the premises. 

“Once at the residence, members tried nu-
merous times to have the male come out of 
the residence to no avail,” they said in a Mon-
day press release. “While trying to speak with 
the male, members learned there was also a 
female in the residence with him, and could 
hear furniture being moved around the resi-
dence, suggesting an armed and barricaded 
solution.” 

A follow up press release on Tuesday, omit-
ted the information about the furniture being 
moved as well as any mention of him being 
barricaded. 

Police said hours of attempting to speak to 

the male paid off when he came to the door 
and was taken into custody without incident. 
The female in the residence was unharmed 
and consented to having the residence 
searched. 

That turned up numerous firearms and fire-
arm parts which were seized. 

The 32-year-old man from Roseau River is 
facing five charges including, uttering threats, 
unsafe storage of a firearm, possession of a 
firearm with a tampered serial number, breach 
of recognizance, possession of a weapon con-
trary to an order. 

He was remanded into custody.
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Guns and parts seized by the Manitoba First 
Nations Police on Friday.
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