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News Release  
 

AMM FRONTS PRIORITY LIST FOR PROVINCIAL BUDGET 2007 
 

FISCAL BALANCE NEEDED TO BUILD COMMUNITIES 
 

April 3, 2007 - The Association of Manitoba Municipalities (AMM) has prepared a list of priorities for 

tomorrow’s Provincial Budget. AMM President Ron Bell will be on hand during the tabling of the 

budget to evaluate and comment on the commitments the Province makes to Manitoba’s 

municipalities. 

The first item on the list is the AMM’s top priority for 2007, creating fiscal balance. “Grants and short-

term funds are nice, but what municipalities really need is a predictable, long-term funding 

commitment,“ explains Bell. “Communities simply cannot plan for long-term, major infrastructure 

projects on property tax revenue and piecemeal government funding alone.”  

Reducing the education tax on property is another high priority for the AMM and Bell hopes to see 

further movement in this area tomorrow. “Municipalities have only one source of revenue – property 

taxes – but we lose almost 50% to education tax,” he says. “We know this can’t be resolved overnight 

but the province has made some progress and we hope they take more steps in this budget.”  

Funding for recreation centres and libraries and a more detailed plan on how water-related initiatives 

will be funded are also on the AMM’s wish list this year. “Recreation centres are at the heart of many 

communities, and the province has made some generous announcements lately,” notes Bell. “But it 

comes back to predictable funding – municipalities simply don’t have the revenue sources that other 

orders of government have so planning is next to impossible.” 

“On the water regulations, municipalities know we have a role to play,” Bell continues. “We just don’t 

want to be overburdened.” 
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    IS LOOKING FOR IN BUDGET 2007 
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