


The following is a summary of the 
questions delegates posed to the panel 
at this year’s Ministerial Forum:

Delegates thanked Minister Lemieux 
(Infrastructure and Transportation) for 
various highway upgrades and inquired 
as to the status of others. Several ques-
tions relating to rail line abandonment 
were asked as well.

Minister Oswald (Health) responded 
to a number of questions around RHAs 
and indicated a 10-year review will take 
place. Other questions dealt with the 
response times of the Medical Transport 
Coordination Centre, and the lack of 
physicians in rural Manitoba.

Minister Wowchuk (Agriculture) 
handled several questions relating to 
the Education Property tax and Agri-
culture land rebate not being provided 
at source.  Questions on noxious weeds 
and biodiesel were asked as well. Much 
discussion took place on agriculture, 
water quality, and the Province’s water 
regulation. 

The Province’s moratorium on 
hog barns was the focus of questions 
directed to Minister Struthers (Conser-
vation), along with questions relating to 
snowmobile club trail systems and bag 
limits for white-tailed deer. 

Minister Bjornson (Education) 
addressed questions relating to educa-
tion tax on property.

Minister Ashton (Intergovernmenal 
Affairs) explained the recent throne 
speech promise of more funding for 
handi transit. He also responded to 
questions relating to water protection.

Premier Doer answered questions 
around nuclear power production, 
Manitoba Hydro’s long-term plan-
ning, the Canada-Manitoba Infrastruc-
ture Program, and rural depopulation. 
He also offered his thoughts on the 
northern port in Manitoba and the 
Canadian Wheat Board. The Premier 
also answered questions relating to 
community safety, funding for policing, 
provincial strategies to reduce crime, 
and MPI. 

Once again, the annual Ministerial 
Forum was a positive experience for our 
delegates, with several expressing their 
appreciation to the Premier and cabinet 
ministers. One delegate in particular 
summed up the event perfectly, saying 
“this forum continues to be one of the 
highlights of Convention, and I appreci-
ate you being here.” 
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Awards 
The Honourary Life Member Award is 
given out each year in recognition of 
outstanding and exemplary service to the 
Association, its member associations and 
to the community. This year, the AMM 
awarded two Honourary Life Members 
at the AMM Annual Banquet. The first 
Honourary Life Member Award went to 
former UMM director Edward Peltz, who 
served over 30 years as Reeve of the RM 
of Woodlands. 

The second Honourary Life Member 
award was presented to Ray Sigurdson. 
Ray served on Council for the RM of Gimli 
from 1971 to 1995, and was President of 
the UMM from 1987 to 1989.

Honourary Life Member Edward Peltz

Honourary Life Member Ray Sigurdson

Display Area
The AMM would like to thank all the del-
egates who took the time to visit our sold-out 
Display Area. The AMM would also like to 
thank the following businesses for sponsor-
ing the AMM’s Icebreaker Event:

• Aikins MacAuley & Thorvaldson LLP

• Airmaster Sales

• Armtec

• Brandt Tractor

• Cochrane Engineering

• Fort Distributors Ltd.

• Manitoba Heavy Construction 

   Association

• Manitoba Pork Council

• Mazergroup Construction Equipment

• MTCML

• Royal Bank of Canada

• Westman Steel Industries

Overall, this year’s AMM Convention 
was another great success. Top-notch speak-
ers, opportunities for learning and network-
ing, exciting and challenging resolutions 
sessions, and a plenary session devoted to 
the timeliest of issues – the municipal fiscal 
imbalance – provided delegates with a 
thought provoking and focused event. 

Most of our plenary 

sessions are available 

for download on 

the AMM website at

http://www.amm.mb.ca/
events_convention06Wrap.htm

President Ron Bell was acclaimed for 
a 3rd straight term at the 8th Annual 
Convention. In his acceptance speech, 
Bell noted that last year’s New Deal 
negotiations were very difficult for 
the AMM, and he was pleased at how 
we have all pulled together this year. 
“While we have faced many trials, 
we have also gained much,” he said. 
“We have done that by working as 
one force united on the issues, work-
ing for strong communities. Let’s 
continue the work!” 
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Congratulations 
to our prize 

winners:

Icebreaker Prize 
– $500 Home Depot Gift Card
Winner: Don Hockin, 
RM of Langford 

Grand Prize
– $2,000 trip voucher sponsored 
by HED and AMM
Winner: Robert Sharpe, 
RM of Saskatchewan 

See you at 
the 2007 

Convention 
in Brandon

• 
November 26-29
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Community History: Resources and Challenges
Presenter: Dr. Gordon Goldsborough, Past President of 
Manitoba Historical Society
Using the AMM as an example, this workshop examined 
the resources available for historical researchers in 
Manitoba, as well as privacy issues, oral history, preparing 
publications, and the use of the Internet for collecting and 
distributing community history. 

Creating Safer Communities 
Presenter: Douglas M. Popowich, Fire Commissioner, 
Manitoba Labour
This presentation explained new legislation requirements 
under the Fires Protection and Emergency Response Act 
regarding Fire Department operation and the requirements 
of local authorities conducting Fire Inspections.  Also 
discussed was how the new Workplace Health and Safety 
Regulations will affect Municipal Fire Departments.

National Client Services Enhancement Project
Presenters: Bill Robinson, Assistant Commissioner, RCMP 
and Glenn DeGoeij, Inspector, RCMP
The session provided delegates with an overview of the 
Client Services Enhancement Project initiatives. The 
presentation included the background, scope and mandate 
of the project as well as an opportunity for attendees to 
provide input on how the RCMP can better meet the needs 
of the citizens the Force proudly serves.

Vision…Leadership…Commitment
Presenters: Jean A. Beaumont, Executive Director 
of Association of Manitoba Bilingual Municipalities 
(AMBM) and Murielle Bugera, Economic Development 
Officer, Chaboille, Village of St. Pierre/De Salaberry
In this workshop, the AMBM presented the key elements 
that led bilingual municipalities to take charge of their own 

economic development. It is a formula for success, which 
helps individuals and organizations to meet the challenges, 
which present themselves to Manitoba’s bilingual 
municipalities. This was a bilingual presentation. 

Manitoba Cities Forum  
Facilitator: Councillor Russ Wyatt, City of Winnipeg
This special session was for all members of city councils 
to discuss the current and unique issues facing Manitoba 
cities. 

Age Friendly Communities in Manitoba: How Can 
Municipalities Create Supportive Environments? 
Presenter: Jim Hamilton, Executive Director of the 
Manitoba Seniors and Healthy Aging Secretariat
Municipalities have an important role to play in 
developing programs and services that facilitate 
seniors’ contributions to family, friends and the broader 
community.  Attendees learned how the Age-Friendly 
Cities Project and the Age-Friendly Rural and Remote 
Communities Initiative can assist in creating supportive 
environments.

The Silent Infrastructure 
– Sharing the Responsibility, Sharing the Cost
Presenters: Grant Campbell, Senior Geomatics/GIS 
Technologist, Geomatics Branch, City of Winnipeg, 
Property Planning and Development Department 
and Steve Bossenmaier P. Eng., Manitoba Land 
Surveyor (MLS)
This highly informative session focused on Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) as they relate to survey 
infrastructure protection, with an example of the City of 
Winnipeg survey infrastructure protection program and the 
savings it has achieved.  Development agreements in cost 
allocation and related savings were also be examined. 

Thank-you to all delegates 
who attended the 8th Annual AMM Convention. 

A very special ‘thank-you’ goes out to all the speakers 
who took the time to present to our members; and to those 

businesses and organizations that sponsored our event. 
We could not do it without your support!

Summary of Workshops Presented 
at the 8th Annual AMM Convention

All workshop presentations are available on the AMM website at http://www.amm.mb.ca/res_ presentations.html

Winter 2006/07 | Municipal Leader | 59  


