
SPECIAL REPORT: The Greening of Municipalities

Here’s some trivia for you: 
When did the fi rst recycling program 
start in a Manitoba community? If you 
answered “long before any European 
settler arrived,” you’re probably correct, 
but the fi rst organized and heavily pro-
moted recycling program in Manitoba 
actually started sometime around WWII 
when all Canadians were encouraged to 
“scrap” their steel and other materials to 
support the war effort. (Tell that to your 
kids and grandchildren the next time 
they lecture you about reducing waste!) 

Unfortunately, as the war years and 
the Great Depression faded into his-
tory, our society gradually lost its con-
servation ethic and we started to take 
our resources for granted. To a large 
degree, this continues today, but thank-
fully there are signs of a turnaround in 
our thinking and one day we may look 
back to the year 1995 as a key point in 
this turnaround. 

At that time, after years of negotiation 
with municipalities and various other 
stakeholders, the Province of Manitoba 
introduced a regulation that created the 
Manitoba Product Stewardship Program 
and an independent, multi-stakeholder 
board, now called Manitoba Product 
Stewardship Corporation, to administer 
the system.

The original objective of the MPSP 
program was simple – it was designed 
to promote the expansion of Manitoba’s 
recycling services for packaging and 
printed materials. It wasn’t intended to 
infl uence aluminum mining practices in 
Bolivia, nor was it intended to reduce 
organic waste, hazardous wastes or any 
other wastes municipalities contend 
with. It was created with a very specifi c 
job in mind and it was provided a very 
specifi c revenue base consistent with 
that job description. 

The MPSP framework was introduced 
as “an interim step” towards increased 
product stewardship and it certainly did 

(and still does) have its critics. As discus-
sions continue on how best to move 
past the “interim” approach, there is 
one element of the system that should 
not be overlooked in the quest to move 
towards a “greener” future, and that 
one element is the community-based 
approach that continues to deliver real 
and measurable results. 

Before the MPSP framework was 
introduced there were recycling 
programs already in operation in all 
four corners of Manitoba including 

Virden (west), Winkler (south), Stein-
bach (east), and even Churchill (north). 
Many of these early recycling efforts 
were funded through shaky and unpre-
dictable markets for scrap materials and 
temporary, ad-hoc funding from various 
grants. Yet it was reported that these 
small local efforts were able to recycle 
approximately 5,000 tonnes of packag-
ing and printed material per year. It may 
not seem like much today, but given the 
challenges these early programs faced, 
it’s a testament to the will and efforts 
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of the countless dedicated volunteers 
and local champions that these early 
recycling efforts even took hold and 
eventually created the foundation for the 
recycling success to follow.

The MPSP framework did not replace 
this local effort. What it did was provide 
a healthy dose of stability to local 
recycling programs. Instead of living and 
dying according to highly unpredictable 
revenues, community recycling 
programs could now count on a stable 
funding system that would help ensure 
the sustainability of recycling. For more 
information on how the MPSC funding 
system works check out our website at 
www.mpsc.com. 

Even today, the MPSC system is not 
perfect, nor is it capable of making all of 
our environmental problems go away. 
But, it is very much a stabilizing force 
that allows communities to confi dently 
move forward and refi ne their local 
recycling programs. The results, as 
they say, speak for themselves. Since 
the early 1990s, recycling in Manitoba 
has evolved into a comprehensive, 
provincewide infrastructure that boasts 
over 200 community recycling programs 
and last year recycled over 68,800 
metric tonnes of packaging and printed 
material. Clearly, MPSC’s “community-
based” approach has paid tremendous 
environmental and economic dividends 
for Manitoba’s recycling efforts.

No doubt there have been many 
harsh lessons learned along the way. 
Some communities learned the hard 
way that recycling is not just about the 
environment, it is a business too. And 
there will always be times when market 
realities remind us that recycling is 
part of a larger economic system that is 
beyond our control. But there have also 
been countless individual community 
successes to celebrate as well. 

As the planning for moving beyond 
the original MPSC system continues, 
it’s worthwhile to take a moment to 
ask “what drove recycling success 
in Manitoba?” Was it just the fund-
ing provided by MPSC? Was it MPSC’s 
consistent efforts to encourage and 
support communities to expand recy-
cling? Yes, it was…partially. But let’s be 
clear, the success of recycling in Mani-
toba has always and will always fall on 
the efforts of the residents, volunteers 
and leaders of our communities. It was 
so in the early 1900s during the war 
effort and it will continue to be so into 
the future regardless of what funding 

and regulatory mechanisms are in put 
in place.

On behalf of my MPSC colleagues, 
I want to thank you for your recycling 
efforts since 1995 and encourage you 
continue to lead your communities 
towards a greener future!

This article is dedicated to the 
memory of Alice Chambers (Pinawa) 
and Ken Carels (Melita) as representa-
tives of the countless volunteers and 
local champions who have helped to 
build Manitoba’s recycling success! 

A Few Interesting Facts:
• First Manitoba municipality offi cially 

registered with MPSC: RM of Miniota 
(February 1995).

• Smallest municipality participating 
in MPSC: Village of Waskada (Popula-
tion - 199).

• Amount of packaging and printed 
material recycled by participating 
communities since MPSC was estab-
lished in 1995: 600,413 metric tonnes.
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