
The approval process for MRIF applications is extremely competitive. 
The number of applications received always outnumbers the number 
of projects that can be supported. If your community is applying, you 
should know how to put the best case forward for your project.  
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he program’s web site and on-line 
applications (available at www.infra-
structure.mb.ca) outline mandatory and 

ranking criteria. Projects are assessed against 
these criteria – particularly:

•	 Give a clear description of what prob-
lem/situation the MRIF will address, 
including:
•	How the problem/situation devel-

oped; 
•	What local corrective or mitigating 

actions have been/are being taken to 
help alleviate the problem (outside of 
the current application); and

•	What alternatives to the requested 
project were considered. 

•	 Provide an explanation of how the pro-
posed infrastructure will affect the direc-
tion of growth and development outlined 
in the development plan for your area. 
In particular, explain how the proposed 
infrastructure relates to the land uses in the 
areas that are to be served. Please include a 
map showing the location of the proposed 
infrastructure and areas to be served.

•	 Describe your long-term Infrastructure 
Strategy, including: 
•	 How the costs of on-going mainte-

nance, operating and replacement will 
be paid for (e.g., meter rates, utility 
reserves, etc); 

•	 What the feasibility of this plan is for 
the current and projected population 
of your community, at a realistic rate 
of growth and development; and

•	 Options for the phasing in of the 
project.

•	 Regional approaches are encouraged 
where appropriate – e.g., wastewa-
ter treatment plants. When making a 
regional application, attempts to lever 
more financial partners will be viewed 
more favorably than approaching senior 
governments for increased financial 
requests.

While the above considerations are 
important to the assessment of your commu-
nity’s application, we hope they also assist 
you in making more informed choices and 
decisions that ultimately lessen the burden 
on all taxpayers. 

Local governments are also encouraged 
to visit InfraGuide, the National Guide 
to Sustainable Municipal Infrastructure’s 
website at www.infraguide.ca.  

•	 InfraGuide was created in 2001 when 
Infrastructure Canada, the Federation of 

Canadian Municipalities and the National 
Research Council came together with 
the Canadian Public Works Association 
to help solve the growing infrastructure 
deficit in Canada. 

•	 InfraGuide works collaboratively to create 
a network advantage within the broad 
infrastructure community, and to develop 
and disseminate best practices and tools 
that encourage innovation to support 
sustainable municipal infrastructure deci-
sions and actions that protect and enhance 
the quality of life of Canadians.
 

For further information on the 
Canada-Manitoba Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure Fund, please contact:
Canada-Manitoba Infrastructure  
Secretariat
1140-363 Broadway
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3N9
Phone: (204) 945-1906 or  
Toll-free: 1-800-268-4883
Fax: (204) 948-2035
Email:  infra@gov.mb.ca
Web site:  www.infrastructure.mb.ca
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