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In Brief
Aboriginal Skills and 
Employment Program
Over the past year Manitoba Hydro and 
the Provincial Government have each 
made funding contributions to sup-
port training projects for the proposed 
northern hydroelectric stations. In addi-
tion to this $30 million, Ottawa has just 
committed $22 million to further these 
initiatives. This investment will ensure 
that Aboriginal residents have the skills 
required for the new jobs created by the 
proposed hydro developments. These 
projects represent a significant invest-
ment in economic development that 
will benefit northern communities and 
Aboriginal residents through the acqui-
sition of transferable skills and access 
to employment opportunities.

Capital Region 
Steering Committee
The establishment of a regional partner-
ship will enhance Manitoba’s ability to 
market its Capital Region as a cohesive 
unit. Consistent with a key recommen-
dation of the Regional Planning Advisory 
Committee Report, the new Steering 
Committee is tasked with determining 
how a regional partnership will be formed. 
Important issues will include the collab-
orative marketing of the Capital Region 
as well as improved communication and 
information sharing among the municipal-
ities. Focused efforts that are supported 
by the entire region can work to address 
common economic, social and environ-
mental challenges. For more information 
visit www.gov.mb.ca/ia/capreg.

Water quality initiative
With increasing pressure on our 
water systems, the Province’s new 
Water Stewardship Department has 
taken strides to ensure that Manitoba 
effectively protects all waterways.  
Earlier this year, $1 million was 
announced for new water initiatives, 
with a specific focus on improving 
water quality in Lake Winnipeg. It 
is important for all Manitobans to 
recognize our impact on beaches 
and waterways, and to actively 
participate in the identification and 
implementation of solutions. For 
more information on Lake Winnipeg 
Stewardship, visit www.gov.mb.ca/
lakewinnipeg.
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In Brief

Young Entrepreneur Program expansion
To further encourage youth who have started or plan to start their own 
full-time businesses, the Young Entrepreneur Program has initiated two 
new assistance projects.  Skill Development for Young Entrepreneurs will 
assist northern young entrepreneurs in covering the costs of business-
related training courses, including tuition, books, travel and accommoda-
tion expenses. Aboriginal Youth Mean Business will enhance support for 
Aboriginal young entrepreneurs by establishing a coalition of business 
development professionals. Participants will have access to facilitated 
networking, information exchanges and youth mentorship opportunities. 
Together, these programs will provide targeted support to northern and 
Aboriginal youth. 

 Stu talking with CJOB.

Stu listens to Glen Murray, former Mayor of Winnipeg's, take on the budget.

Stu in a media scrum.

Our busy President
Stu Briese, AMM President, has 
been busy with the association’s 
lobbying efforts, including the 
tabling of the Provincial Budget 
in April.

Manitoba's Laser Experts

LB-4  & Javelin Dual Grade Laser Beacons 
The number one dual grade laser in Manitoba is the 
choice for most municipalities and farmers that have field
drainage problems.

1438 Erin Street           Winnipeg, Manitoba         R3E 2S8
Ph: 204-772-0366        Fax: 204-783-2049           1-800-883-9984

1-800-883-9984
Sales - Service - Rentals - Leases

lewis instruments ltd.

GPS Receivers and Controllers
GIS  Data Collection Systems

GPS Equipment for Municipal GIS applications featuring 
the Leica System 1200 Survey Grade GPS System 

Ask us about the 
municipalities currently using 

our systems and expertise

“put it in your budget for 2004”
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In Brief
Mineral Exploration 
Assistance Program
In order to ensure that mining com-
panies are attracted to Manitoba, the 
Province allocated $1.4 million to 
the Mineral Exploration Assistance 
Program in the spring of 2004. This 
program provides financial assistance 
for non-fuel mineral exploration and 
is designed to increase exploration 
initiatives. Thirty-eight companies 
received financial support for 55 new 
mineral exploration projects across 
the Province. Of these, nine new 
operations were drawn to Manitoba 
and recognized the Mineral Explora-
tion Assistance Program as a strong 
incentive. These new projects repre-
sent a $22 million investment in min-
eral exploration projects. Funding for 
additional projects will be allocated 
through an intake of applications 
this fall.

Share your thoughts on 
the Local Authorities 
Election Act

The Province is undertaking a review 
of the Local Authorities Election 
Act, an important act for Manitoba’s 
municipal governments. The goal of 
the review is to develop new election 
processes and procedures that are 
enabling and flexible but respectful 
of democratic values. The Province 
will be posting a discussion document 
online and is encouraging the public 
to provide ideas for new election laws 
for Manitoba’s local authorities. Your 
comments are important to ensure 
that local election laws continue 
to serve the interests of the public, 
but are also easy to administer and 
interpret. You may submit your 
comments electronically by visiting 
www.gov.mb.ca/laeareview.

A MANITOBA OWNED AND OPERATED COMPANY

Winnipeg                  Ph: (204) 222-7354                Fax: (204) 222-8470
Brandon                   Ph: (204) 726-5929                Fax: (204) 729-9305

• CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE  •  WATER CONTROL GATES
• GUARD RAIL   •  CUSTOM CULVERT FABRICATION

• FILTER FABRIC  •  BIN WALLS

"The Service
People"

Manufacturers of polyethylene pipe
3” - 12” plastic drain tile & fittings
Plastic culverts 4” - 30” and couplers.

Carman, Manitoba
Ph: 204-745-6151

Fax: 204-745-6578

There are others...but ours is IDEAL

8 — Municipal Leader Municipal Leader — 9  


