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Member Advisory



January 29, 2008

Municipalities need to attend Conservation District Program Workshops to have their voices heard

Overview

On December 11th, 2007 the Province of Manitoba released Framework for the Future – Conservation Districts Program Discussion Document. This document is intended to generate discussion about what the future of the conservation district program in Manitoba should look like. The Province wants to hear from those involved in water management and we believe municipal concerns need to be heard on the future of the CD program. Manitoba Water Stewardship has organized meetings for the end of February to hear from municipalities on this discussion document. 

AMM Concerns

The AMM Board reviewed the document in great detail last week, and while we will be sending out a detailed list of our concerns shortly we felt it necessary to notify municipalities immediately of the need to attend these meetings in person. Manitoba Water Stewardship is using a questionnaire for feedback that we feel is misleading and does not deal with what is really at stake. The AMM is concerned that this framework document represents an erosion of local authority and a direction that will have major implications for municipal budgets, issues that cannot be simplified to a short questionnaire. 

Next steps

Water Stewardship is holding three regional meetings at the end of February to garner feedback from municipalities. The meetings are set for:

	Monday, February 25, 2008

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Banquet Hall - Parkland Recreation Complex

200 First Street South East

Dauphin, Manitoba
	Thursday February 28, 2008

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Assiniboia Downs

3975 Portage, Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba


	Friday February 29, 2008

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Victoria Inn

3550 Victoria Avenue

Brandon, Manitoba


We strongly encourage your council to send two people to attend these meetings and express your views on the discussion document and the direction laid out for the CD program. 

We believe a municipal voice is needed in this process and we want to make sure municipalities attend these sessions.  We view this proposed direction as a download of responsibilities to municipalities and it is essential that municipalities stand up and have their voices heard.

We will be sending out an overview of our concerns shortly, however we felt it necessary to let municipalities know immediately of the need to attend these meetings.
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