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A New Deal for Manitoba 

On November 18th, 2005 the Province of Manitoba and the Government of Canada signed an 
agreement on the transfer of federal gas tax revenues under the New Deal for Cities and 
Communities. All municipalities have signed their funding agreements and received their first 
payments. A total of $167.3 million will be invested in cities and communities across Manitoba over 
five years by the Government of Canada through its commitment to share gas tax revenues.  

Municipalities may to use their gas tax funds for environmentally-sustainable municipal infrastructure 
projects. Eligible project categories include roads and bridges, water and sewer facilities, solid-waste 
management, public transit, community energy systems and municipal capacity building. Decisions 
on how these funds are invested will be made locally in a way that responds to the infrastructure 
needs of each community and results in environmental benefits such as clearer air, cleaner water 
and reduced greenhouse gas emissions for all Manitobans. 

The Province of Manitoba is administering the federal gas tax funds made available under these
agreements on behalf of Canada including making payments to individual municipalities and 
communities.  

 

The Municipal Agenda 

Manitoba’s municipal governments continue to take on greater 
responsibilities.  The AMM feels it is necessary that the roles, 
responsibilities and resources of municipal government be 
examined. Some options to support municipal governments in 
serving their communities effectively are reducing education tax 
from property and exempting municipal governments from the 
Provincial Sales Tax. Throughout the year, the AMM urged the 
Province to work with municipalities to seriously examine the roles, 
responsibilities and resources of municipal governments in 
Manitoba.   

The AMM has taken a close look at this issue.  In response to the 
AMM Board’s strategic planning session, at this year’s Mayors, 
Reeves and CAOs meetings the AMM sought feedback from the membership on key issues 
surrounding the roles, responsibilities and resources of municipal governments in Manitoba.   

A report was compiled and was the focus of President Bell’s presentation at the June District 
Meetings. The report found that there is a real need to take a serious, meaningful look of the roles, 
responsibilities and resources of municipal government in this province to maximize resources and 
ensure the best delivery of service while dealing with the growing infrastructure deficit. 

This report also provided a starting point for all municipal associations from across Canada, including 
the AMM, to commission a major study looking at this very issue. This study will provide a detailed 
examination of the relationships between municipalities and their respective provincial governments 
across Canada. We anticipate the final report in April of 2007, and hope its findings further open the 
door to a realignment of fiscal responsibilities amongst governments. 
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AMM Website—WWWWWW..AMMAMM..MBMB..CACA 
The AMM website continued to gain popularity 
as illustrated in the graph below. Monthly visits 
to the website increased by 25,000 visitors 
over the previous year. Monthly averages 
increased from 8,169 visitors per month in 
2004/2005 to 10,298 visitors per month in
2005/2006.  

Bi-Weekly News Bulletin  
The AMM’s bi-weekly news bulletin is a popular
and efficient way to deliver timely information 
on AMM issues. A total of 21 bulletins were 
distributed via email last year, to almost 350 
AMM members, MLAs, Cabinet Ministers, and 
fraternal organizations.  

An additional 250 
bulletins are sent 
to recipients who 
subscribe using a 
form posted on 
the AMM website. 
This figure 
includes 57 new
subscribers for 
the reporting 
year. 

The Municipal Leader 
The AMM’s quarterly magazine, with a 
distribution of 1,600, continued to focus on a 
wide range of timely issues. In addition to a 
number of regular features each issue has 
some special reports and articles:

The Fall 2005 issue carried on 
with our series on Diversity in 
Municipal Politics with “Youth
in Politics”. Also featured was a 
profile on the Provincial 
Ombudsman in Manitoba, as
well as a  preview of the 7th 
Annual AMM Convention.

Winter 2006 previewed both the 
2006 MOS and Trade Show and 
the AMM Education Program. It 
also featured “Visible Minorities
in Municipal Government”,
part III in our Diversity series. 

featured on the cover.

 Spring, 2006 was an ambitious 
issue featuring the special 
report on Economic
Development—Programs, 
success stories, bringing 
Hollywood to Manitoba—and
more. Our Diversity series 
wrapped up this issue as well. 

Summer, 2006 spanned “100
years of municipal leadership” 
with an article on the history of 
the AMM. It then jumped into 
the present (and future) with our 
feature  report on Municipal
Technology. 

C ommunications with our membership is a key area for the AMM and last 
year saw a number of communications highlights. 
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Finance 

The AMM met with the 
Minister of Finance, Greg 
Selinger, on February 
14th, to highlight  some 
of the key priority areas 
for municipalities. These included water issues 
and the need for increased funding for policing, 
recycling, and disaster financial assistance.   

Other issues discussed were health, recreation 
funding, and the Manitoba Airport Capital 
Assistance Program and Bridge Co-Operative 
Program. 

Budget Day, March 6, 2006, saw the elimination 
of the education support levy (ESL), and an 
increase to the farmland tax rebate to 60%. 
There was also a commitment to further 
reductions in upcoming budgets.  

The Building Manitoba 
Fund  increased by 6% 
overall. The total 
increase of $7.9M 
includes $3.4M for rural 

Manitoba and $4.5M for Winnipeg. $1.7M of the 
rural increase was earmarked for a new 
Recreation Centre and Library Infrastructure 
Fund, with a further commitment of $5.3M next 
year. 

On water issues, while the drainage budget 
doubled from $1.9M to 
$3.8M, the AMM was 
disappointed that there was 
to be no increase in 
dedicated funding for the 
development of Integrated 
Water Management Plans 
(IWMPs).  

Intergovernmental Affairs and Trade 

One of the most important provincial depart-
ments for municipalities is the Department of 
Intergovernmental Affairs and Trade. Because 
of this the AMM tries to meet on a more regular 
basis with the Minister to highlight key municipal 
issues. This year the AMM raised several key 
issues with Minister Scott Smith, including:

• Federal New Deal for Municipalities 
• New Accounting Standards for  

Municipalities 
• The Municipal Agenda 
• Changes to the Disaster Financial  

Assistance System 
• Minister Meetings at AMM Convention 

The AMM will continue to keep a close relation-
ship with this Department as it is imperative that 
the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and 
Trade has a keen understanding of both emerg-
ing and long-standing municipal issues. 

The AMM often meets with 
various other groups and 
organizations to discuss areas of 
shared concern. Some of the 
organizations the AMM met with 
last year include: 

• Keystone Agricultural Producers 

• Manitoba A sociation of School Truste

• Manitoba Chamber of Commerce 

• Manitoba Conse vation Districts 
Association 

• Manitoba Fire Chiefs 

• Manitoba Foresters Association 

• Manitoba Heavy Construct on Association 

• Manitoba Hydro 

• Manitoba Te ecom Services

• RCMP 

• Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce 
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The Building Manitoba Fund

increased by 6% overall in

Budget 2006.
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Media Stats—2005/2006 
• Media mentions 336
• Issues discussed 85
• Releases/advisories issued 25

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

AMM top media issues 2005/2006

education funding

flooding in Manitoba

AMM Annual Convention

gas tax/new  deal

Media Relations 
The AMM continually strives to 
enhance our relationship with local 
media. Last year, the AMM was 
mentioned in Manitoba media 336 
times—a drop from the 400+ mentions 
in 2004/2005, but significant in the 
number of issues discussed. The AMM 
was mentioned in the context of 85 
different media issues, up from 50 
issues the previous year. 

Some of the media interviews granted 
were a result of the 25 news releases 
and media advisories distributed 
throughout the year, while others were 
a product of increased awareness of 
the AMM and our lobbying efforts.  

The AMM enjoyed extensive media 
coverage of its primary annual event, 
the AMM Annual Convention, and as a 
key player in the New Deal 
negotiations, media stories on that 
topic included the AMM’s perspective 
81 times. 

AMM President Ron Bell being interviewed at  

the AMM 7th Annual Convention. 
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